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[bookmark: _GoBack]In March 1909, following the end of his presidency, Theodore Roosevelt set out on a safari throughout Africa.  Andrew Carnegie financed this safari, and the purpose of it was to hunt animals and collect specimens.  The animals and plants collected were to be donated to the Smithsonian Institution as well as the American Museum of Natural History in New York.  Roosevelt brought numerous people, such as the legendary hunter-tracker R.J. Cunningham, the father of modern taxidermy Carl Akeley, and world famous big game hunter and explorer Frederick Selous, on this journey with him. After traveling across the Atlantic Ocean by boat, the expedition landed in what is now Kenya in April 1909 and traveled to the Belgian Congo (now known as the Democratic Republic of the Congo). From the Belgian Congo, the expedition traveled westward and followed the Nile River all the way to the capital of Sudan, Khartoum. During this journey, Roosevelt killed and trapped over 11,397 animals of all sizes and classifications. This number also included 512 big game animals, including six rare white rhinos, which are now thought to be extinct in the wild by many zoologists. The Roosevelt expedition ate 262 of the animals that they killed, and the rest of the animals were salted and shipped back to the Smithsonian museum in Washington, DC. They sent back so many different specimens that it took the Smithsonian years to mount them and put them through the taxidermy process.  Carl Akeley, who also participated in the safari expedition, mounted most of these animals. Any specimen that the Smithsonian had too many of were sent to different museums to be stuffed and mounted. Roosevelt and the other members of his expedition came under intense public scrutiny due to the large number of animals that were killed on this particular safari.  In parts of Roosevelt’s African Game Trails, it seems that in some cases these animals were killed for more recreational rather than scientific purposes.  When Roosevelt was asked by the press about all the animals that were killed, Roosevelt said, "I can be condemned only if the existence of the National Museum, the American Museum of Natural History, and all similar zoological institutions are to be condemned."[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Patricia O’Toole, When Trumpets Call (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005), 67.] 

Although this expedition was conducted in the name of science and research for exotic animals, it became quite the political and social event in America. The safari became a spectacle due to Roosevelt’s interactions with world-renowned professional hunters and land-owning families, as well as many native peoples and local leaders whom most Americans seemed to have no prior knowledge of. This research paper will examine how Theodore Roosevelt’s African safari of 1909 both shaped the American view of Africa and eventually led to the exploitation of Africa and its wildlife through writings about the safari, films created about the safari, and the increase in tourists brought to Africa after Roosevelt returned from his safari. 
When Theodore Roosevelt returned from his African safari, he began writing a book about his expedition entitled African Game Trails: An Account of the African Wanderings of an American Hunter-Naturalist. In it Roosevelt described his interactions with all of the different people whom they encountered while on the expedition, all of the animals and plants he collected on the trip, and he thoroughly describes the “excitement of the chase” while being on safari; including one notable account in which Roosevelt describes he and a group of Nandi warriors chase down a lion for a mile, until they are able to “form a ring around… the great man-killing beast, while his thunderous wrath was growing ever more dangerous.”[footnoteRef:2]  It is through numerous stories such as this one that many Americans saw Roosevelt’s safari as one big action scene where man always defeats nature. This mentality that was bestowed upon the American people through African Game Trails is a key reason why people eventually wanted to go on safaris of their own and experience the “excitement of the chase.” [2:   Theodore Roosevelt, “A Nandi Lion Hunt,” Scribner’s Magazine (August 1910), 153.] 

	Another form of writing that played a very large role in how people in America saw Africa and the safari was through the media, and how they portrayed the safari.  Roosevelt tried to keep the safari away from the public’s attention at first, as he wanted to try to get his Republican candidate replacement, Henry Cabot Lodge, some publicity.  As soon as the media found out about the safari, it became a special event. Every major newspaper, including The New York Times, tried to get Roosevelt’s accounts of the safari and they did with some success by publishing descriptions of the safari that Roosevelt sent back home in letters to his wife, Edith. One key aspect of the descriptions that helped sell papers and get the word out on the safari was how Roosevelt acted in his accounts. Curtis Keim talks about this spectacle in his book, Mistaking Africa: Curiosities and Inventions of the American Mind, in which he states, “The President’s behavior disturbed many… but publishers encouraged these behaviors so they could sell newspapers.”[footnoteRef:3]  Due to more and more people wanting to see how someone as prestigious as a former president acts when he is out of office, the newspapers sold numerous copies and the word eventually got around the nation about the safari, leading to a spark in America’s interest in Africa. This in turn led to more people wanting to travel to Africa to see if it was really the way it was described to them. Roosevelt also wrote an article for National Geographic in which he discussed the safari in great detail, similar to African Game Trails. In this article, Roosevelt stated, “I would be ashamed of myself sometimes for I felt that I had all the fun… I would kill the rhinoceros or whatever it was and then they would go prepare it.”[footnoteRef:4]  [3:   Curtis Keim, Mistaking Africa: Curiosities and Inventions of the American Mind (Westview:
Westview Press, 2005), 133.]  [4:    Theodore Roosevelt, “Wild Man and Wild Beast in Africa,” The National Geographic
(January 1911), 3. This article is written in great detail, and Roosevelt tried to explain everything that happened with the animals in much greater detail because of all the scrutiny that he was coming under after returning to America.] 

 By Roosevelt describing the activities that he took a part in as “fun,” he was able to give his readers back home a sense that killing these big game animals was an easy task for anyone to do.  With this mentality, more and more people wanted to go out and try their hand at Roosevelt’s idea of “fun.”  Carl Akeley, Guy Hamilton Scull, and James Stenson Hamilton all wrote other notable works about the Safari.  Each of these authors expressed their perspective to the American people of how life on the Safari was from their point of view. An interesting point that Guy Hamilton Scull makes in his writing, Lassoing Wild Animals in Africa, is that Africa is fit for a man who has “courage in his heart and determination in his soul.”[footnoteRef:5]  This writing gives an original point of view on Africa to the male population in America, because in a way, it describes Africa as a proving ground. From this standpoint, men can go to Africa to hunt some of the world’s most dangerous game, and if they are successful, then it shows that they have both courage and determination. These are a couple of examples of how writings about Theodore Roosevelt’s safari led to many other average Americans venturing off to Africa and exploiting both Africa as a country and the natural wonders that are a part of it. [5:   Guy Scull, Lassoing Wild Animals in Africa (New York: Frederick Stokes Company, 1911),
3.] 

	During his safari, Theodore Roosevelt brought along a cinematographer to take both pictures of the safari, as well as a couple of videos to be shown in theaters back in America to get people interested in Africa. These short films last about five minutes each and contain no sound, but instead they show different parts of the Roosevelt expedition and what they were participating in during the particular part of their journey that these pieces were filmed. In the first film of the group, it shows what the people in Mombasa were like. This film clip shows a mass of people in an area that looks like a carnival, riding somewhat traditional amusement park rides, and having fun. In another film clip, a group of native people are carrying Theodore Roosevelt, the other members of their party, and all of their equipment across a river.  When these clips were shown in movie theaters across the nation, it helped provide Americans with images of what Africa looks like and what types of things go on in some of the countries. Americans could not help wanting to go to Africa where it seemed like they could use it for recreation. Also, if Americans wanted to go into the more rural areas of Africa, there were native people there to guide them through the jungle so they could be generally worry-free on their journey. Americans wanted to go over to Africa to see if it was accurately portrayed by the films they were shown. 
	Although the videos of the Roosevelt expedition were not the only films made about Africa, they were often noted as being some of the first ones shown to the mass American population.  As Ronald Tobias states in his book, Film and the American Moral Vision of Nature, following Roosevelt’s films on Africa coming out, “competition between journalists and photographers led to many of them going to Africa or even staying in America and making ‘bogus’ films.”  However, the American people did not seem to mind the authenticity of the videos because “26 million people went to different nickelodeons every week to watch these African films.”[footnoteRef:6] Since so many different filmmakers went over to Africa so frequently, “filming and hunting in Africa became a family event,” according to a Time Magazine article about the publicity that Africa was being shown by filmmakers and photographers.[footnoteRef:7]  Films really seemed to interest the American people on Africa and there was a lot of money to be made in this industry. This led to numerous professional and amateur filmmakers and photographers wanting to go over to Africa and exploit the land and the people at no real cost to the filmmaker or photographer (in order to make tons of money from films or photos taken from their own personal African safaris).  [6:   Ronald Tobias, Film and the American Moral Vision of Nature (East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 2011), 99-100.]  [7:   “Cinema Hunt” Time Magazine, March 22, 1926, 30.] 

	The final point on how Theodore Roosevelt’s safari led to Africa’s exploitation was by introducing the safari to both the American and African people as a form of tourism. Before Roosevelt’s notable safari, the idea of going on a safari for a vacation was not a popular idea. But as Curtis Keim also states in his book, Mistaking Africa, “After Roosevelt, more stories and more famous Americans followed in his footsteps, which eventually linked Africa with hunting in the American mind.”[footnoteRef:8]  Once more and more people who were notable in the public eye ventured over to Africa to go on their own hunting safaris, Americans surged to Africa in masses. At one point, as Elspeth Huxley states in her article, The Safari Business is Booming, “tourism turns over $24,000,000 a year and is Africa’s fourth largest industry” and that “America provides nine out of every ten customers that want to get safaris.”[footnoteRef:9] Although safari tourism brought in a significant amount of money for Africa and its individual countries, it was not always a positive thing because of the amount of animal exploitation that was taking place.  As Huxley also states in her article, “the customers [were] there but Africa’s big game animals [were] dwindling fast.”[footnoteRef:10]  The number of people wanting to go to Africa to hunt increased, bringing in large amounts of money for Africa.  The people and (even more so) the animals took a very large hit that could have potentially been avoided had Roosevelt’s safari not introduced the idea that going on a safari was a form of a recreational vacation.  [8:    Curtis Keim, Mistaking Africa: Curiosities and Inventions of the American Mind (Westview: Westview Press, 2005), 135.]  [9:    Elspeth Huxley, “The Safari Business is Booming,” The New York Times, June 19, 1960. Huxley             was able to give a very interesting perspective about how Africa is changing due to the safari business, because she was born and lived in Kenya during this time period.]  [10:  Huxley, “The Safari Business is Booming”. ] 

	In 1909, Theodore Roosevelt, accompanied by a group of hunters and scientists, traveled to Africa to embark on one of the most noted and influential safaris in history. This safari produced numerous writings—from both people who were actually on the safari and members of the media who got their information about the safari secondarily. Numerous films and photographs from both amateur and professional filmmakers and photographers were also created during this time. This safari introduced the idea that going on a safari was a type of tourism for Africa.  Although all of these instances had positive aspects to them, they also played a very large role in the exploitation of African people and its animals. It leaves one to think, would the American perception of Africa be the same if none of this had ever happened, and could the exploitation have been averted one way or another?
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